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NW SELPA
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Introduction
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Goal

▪ To share general special education process related to 
assessment.

▪ Please wait for questions till the end of the presentation. 
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How to request for 
Assessment and what 

happens next?
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Today’s Agenda

• Identification: Child Find, Student Study Team

• Referral process and procedure

• Assessment: Timeline, Assessment plan, Assessment requirements, 
Assessment report, Assessment for English Learners

• IEP Forms related to Assessment

• Feedback Survey
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEeaRbEdOy7_i4GhwOOfwAVIeU1XG_teJwukva-qhCl6ICaQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Identification : Child Find

• (EC 56300, 56301; CFR 300.451) 

• Seek and serve : The SELPA and its LEA member districts will actively 
and systematically seek out all individuals with disabilities including 
children with disabilities who are homeless, children who are wards 
of the State, and children with disabilities attending private schools, 
regardless of the severity of their disabilities and who need special 
education and related services, are identified, located, and evaluated. 
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Example of Child Find activities may include:

• Distribution of written information, including brochures and pamphlets 
describing the referral procedure.

• Public awareness campaign, including public service announcements. 

• Coordination with parent resource centers and support groups. 

• Presentations to local professional groups and organizations established 
to inform and/or to serve culturally diverse populations. 

• Coordination with activities of the SELPA Community Advisory 
Committee (CAC)

• Coordination with school site procedures, including referrals from the 
school site student intervention teams (e.g., Student Study Teams, etc.) 
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Student Study Team

• The Student Study Team (SST) is a general education function. It is a 
process of reviewing individual student concerns and planning 
alternative instructional strategies to be implemented in the general 
education classroom.

• The student will be assessed by a process defined through local 
board policies and procedures.
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Student Study Team members:

• At least one regular education teacher 

• Principal or administrator 

• Parent

• Special education specialist

• School psychologist 

• School nurse

•  Counselor or specialist

•  Speech/language pathologist

• Interpreters (as needed) 

• Student (as appropriate)

• Bilingual personnel /English Learner specialist 10
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Referral Process
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Referral Process: Source 

• Referrals for assessment to determine eligibility for special education 
and related services may come from teachers, parents, agencies, 
appropriate professional persons, and from other members of the 
public. 

• Ed code 56303: A pupil shall be referred for special educational 
instruction and services only after the resources of the regular 
education program have been considered and, where appropriate, 
utilized.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=56303.
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Who can refer for assessment in special 
Education?

Parent, Caregiver

Teacher, agencies, members of the public

Physician or appropriate professional persons
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How do you request for Assessment?

Verbal Written
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What should the request for assessment 
include?

Contact information of person making the request for 
assessment/ Educational right holder

Areas of educational concern or challenges

Identify areas in which you are requesting assessment
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Referral Procedure: (EC 56302-56303; 5 CCR 
3021) 34 C.F.R. § 300.503

Assessment No 
Assessment
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503
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ASSESSMENT
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Assessment Timeline

From the date the school receives the 
written assessment request, it has 15 
calendar days respond in writing.  Cal. 

Educ. Code §§ 56043(a), 56321.

School will provide an Assessment plan 
that includes all assessments requested 

or a refusal letter giving reasons for 
denying the specific request for 

assessment.

Only the Educational right holder can 
consent for special education 

assessments. Cal. Educ. Code § 56321
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Assessment Plan : (EC 56321, 5 CCR 3022)

Be in language easily 
understood by the public.

Be provided in the native 
language of the parent or 
guardian or other mode of 

communication used by the 
parent or guardian, unless to 
do so is not clearly feasible.

Explain the types of 
assessments to be 

conducted.

State that no individualized 
education program (IEP) will 
result from the assessment 

without parent consent
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Assessment Requirements: (EC 56320, 56324)

20

• Administered in the most appropriate language and form to acquire most 
accurate information. 

• Assessments must be valid and reliable.
• Administered by trained personnel according to instructions. 
•  Tests must measure areas of specific educational needs, not just general 

intelligence. 
• Accommodate pupils with sensory, manual, or speaking impairments. 
• No single assessment should be the sole criterion for determining exceptional 

needs or educational programs. 
• Assessment should be done in all areas of suspected disability, including 

developmental history and low vision assessment. 
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Assessment Requirements ( Cont): (EC 56320, 
56324)

• As part of an initial evaluation the IEP team will review existing 
evaluation data on the child, including evaluations and information 
provided by the parents of the child, current classroom-based 
assessments and observations, and observations by teachers and 
related services providers.
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Assessment Report: (EC 56327)

Person who completes the assessment prepares the assessment report 
.The report shall include, but not be limited to, all the following: 

• Whether the child may need special education and related services.

• The basis for making the determination.

• The relevant behavior noted during the observation of the child in an 
appropriate setting. 

• The relationship of that behavior to the child’s academic and social 
functioning. 

• The educationally relevant health and development, and medical 
findings, if any.
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Other reasons for assessments (EC 56380, 56381; 
CFR 300.533, 300.536)

Re-evaluation

• If a parent or teacher requests a re-evaluation.

• When a preschool child with a disability transitions to Kindergarten 
or first grade.

• An LEA shall evaluate a child with a disability before determining that 
the child is no longer a child with a disability.

Three- year reassessment
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Identification and Assessment of English Learners

• Identification begins with the completion of the state-mandated 
Home Language Survey (HLS) by families.

• The potential student’s English proficiency is determined bye English 
Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) or Alternate 
ELPAC. 

• State and Federal law require that local educational agencies 
administer a state test of ELP to eligible students in kindergarten 
through grade twelve. 

• Additional information can also be found in the CA Practitioners’ 
Guide for Educating English Learners with Disabilities. 
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/ab2785guide.pdf
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California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5 3023 
(b)

•  “The normal process of second language acquisition, as well as 
manifestations of dialect and sociolinguistic variance shall not be 
diagnosed as a handicapping condition.”

• However, assessing an English learner for a disability does not require 
a waiting period for English language skills to develop. It is critical to 
differentiate between a student who is not achieving in the 
classroom because English is not his/her primary language, and a 
student who is not achieving due to a disability
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IEP FORMS Related to 
Assessment
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SIRAS Assessment Form with Procedural Safeguards
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:23218346-a98c-4017-b98f-8173cc1f2819
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Notice of Meeting
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Best Practices before the IEP meeting
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Role of Parent in the Assessment Process

• The parent provides unique perspective about their child and discuss their 
child’s strengths and challenges.

• Making the child available for assessment at the specified date/ time.

• Answering interview questions and filling out assessment questioners.

• They can share information, work samples, other reports or activities they 
do with their child.

• Asking for any clarification on the assessment process or reports.
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Even if the student has a 
medical diagnosis, the child 
may not qualify for special 
education services.
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Feedback Survey
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEeaRbEdOy7_i4GhwOOfwAVIeU1XG_teJwukva-qhCl6ICaQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Resources:
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https://www.php.com/
https://highqualityieps.net/
https://www.sccoe.org/selpa/Pages/default.aspx
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